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36TH CONGRESS, } 
2d Session. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
ELIZA M. PLYMPTON. 
[To accompany Bill H. R. No. 923.] 
JANUARY 12, 1861. 
{ 
REPORT 
No. 24. 
. Ir. STOKES, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, made the 
following 
REPORT. 
'I'he OommUtie on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the petition 
of Mrs. Eliza M. Plympton, having examined the evidence in the 
case, report: 
That the petitioner is the widow of Colonel Joseph Ply:mpton, who 
died on the 5th day of June, 1860. The evidence of service is con-
ta~ned in the following, which is an exact copy of 8i lett.er from the 
lillJUtant general :. · 
"ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
"June 11, 1860. 
"It appears from the r'ecords of the adjutant general's- office that 
Joseph Plympton, late colonel of the 1st regiment of infantry, entered 
the army of the United States a1:1 a second lieutenant of the 4th in-
fantry on the 3d of January, 1812 ; was promoted to a first lieuten-
ancy July, 1813 ; retained in the 3d infantry at the reduction of the 
army in May, 1815; promoted captain in June, 1821; was brevetted 
a major for ' ten years' faithful service' in one grade on the 1st of 
June, 1831 ; promoted major of the 2d infantry September 22, 1840; 
was distinguished under Colonel North in the Florida war; com-
manded in the attack on the Seminole Indians near Dunn's lake, 
Florida, January 25, 1842; promoted lieutenant colonel of the 7th 
infantry September 9, 1846 ; commanded his regiment through the 
campaign of Major General Scott in Mexico; was brevetted a colonel 
. ' for gallant and meritorious conduct in the battle of Cerro Gordo, ' 
on the 18th of April, 1847; and was distinguished, also, in the battle 
of Contreras, Mexico. 
'' Colonel Plympton died on the 5th of June, 1860, after a continued 
service of more than forty-eight years, during which long and ardu-
ous service he was distinguished for his high and honorable character 
aa a man and an officer, and for his zeal, devotion, and integrity in 
the performance of his duties towards his country. 
" S. COOPER, 
" .Ad}utant General." 
2 ELIZA M. ·PLYMPTON. 
The following relates to his aic1mese and disability : 
" NEW Y oRir, June 8, 186'0. 
"I hereby certify that the late Colonel Joseph Plympton, U. S·. A., 
has been under my medfoal observation for many years, and ut'lder my 
treatment for the last four years-, and that in my opinion his- death 
was in ·consequence of organic disease of the liver and kidneys, snper-
indnced and hastened by long-continued and arduous services in the 
line of' his duty while on active and exposed military service. 
"R. S. SATTERLEE, 
'' Surgeon U. 8 • .Army.,, 
"NEW YORK Cru, June 8, I8o0. 
"I folly conenr in the opinion above expressed, from a personal 
observation of this deceased o:fficer during the past three years, and 
while in attendance upoa him during his last illness. 
" 0. H. CRANE, 
'' .Assistant Surgeon U. 8 . .Army.,., 
The surgeon general, also, under date of June 11, sustains the good 
character, eminent public Bervice, and probable death of Colonel 
Plympton from disease incurred while in the line of his duty. The 
petitioner also states that her husband was actively engaged through-
out the Black Hawk war, which. is corroborated by the letter of the 
surgeon general, who says "he knew him in 1825-'26, at Fort Snel-
ling, Minnesota, and subseqnen tfy in Florida and Mexico.'' 
The petitioner is left, at an advanced age, destitute of the means ot 
snpport. Your committee concur in reporting a bill granting a pen-
si"9n at the rate of $50 per month from the death of her husband, June 
o,, 1860. 
